Join The Flock!
H e l p i n g B i r d s A l o n g t h e Wa y
Create a colorful flock to teach about the
conservation of migratory bird species at schools, organizations,
and at festivals
Help your flock grow and celebrate migratory birds with a bird
cut-out activity for classrooms and International Migratory Bird
Day events. These bird cut-outs are easy and fun to color, paint,
or dress up. Use this engaging activity to help teach about the
conservation of migratory birds and habitat protection.
Activity Materials
• Use the bird silhouette templates provided with these instructions. Species patterns include a
shorebird, duck, hummingbird, raptor, and songbird.
• Purchase cardstock or thicker material, trace the patterns and cut out the bird outlines. For more
durable birds that can hold up in all sorts of weather, consider using plywood. Preparing the cutouts is not a suitable activity for youth and should be done beforehand. For thinner materials,
patterns can be cut with scissors or a craft knife. Plywood patterns can be most easily cut out
using a band saw.
• Prime wood cut-outs with white paint makes it easy to paint but is not a necessary step.
• Attach skewers or stakes as “legs” to display your birds outdoors on the ground.
• Find these cut-outs and other educational resources at resources.migratorybirdday.org.
Building and Displaying Your Flock
• Participants color, paint, dress up, or otherwise decorate their birds -- creating anything from the
realistic to the wildly imaginative.
• Cut-outs can be attached to wooden skewers or sturdy stakes and stuck in the ground outdoors in
a “flock”. Let your eye-catching flock take over beaches, school yards, or fields to promote
awareness and conservation of migratory birds and the important stopover sites they rely on.
Locations should be publicly viewable but also somewhat protected from high winds (especially
if using cardstock). Signage on the importance of habitat conservation for migratory birds will help
spread the message to passersby.
• Invite other organizations in your community to participate by adding more birds to help the flock
grow or include the birds as part of an event or festival.
• Share your activity or event with Environment for the Americas by writing
info@environmentamericas.org
• To expand the reach of your conservation message, consider running a conservation campaign
on social media by tracking the “migration” of your birds as they join up with flocks created at
other events in your community.
For more information, contact Environment for the Americas at
info@environmentamericas.org or by phone at 303.499.1950

Join The Flock!
H e l p i n g B i r d s A l o n g t h e Wa y
How a New Zealand conservation center promotes shorebird conservation
The Pūkorokoro Miranda Shorebird Centre has successfully created an education theme surrounding
the conservation of migratory shorebirds by building a network of events surrounding their colorfully
painted shorebird cutouts. Organizations and schools around the island, as well as other countries
visited by New Zealand’s migratory shorebirds have collaborated to build “The Flock” and migrate
these birds around the country to help raise awareness on conservation issues. To learn more about
this successful program model, visit http://www.miranda-shorebird.org.nz/theflock.
Pūkorokoro Miranda Shorebird Centre. “The Flock” http://www.miranda-shorebird.org.nz/theflock
Ruru’s Flock is just one of the creations of the Miranda Shorebird Centre’s “The Flock” activity.

