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 NPS UNIT: Golden Gate National Recreation Area, John Muir National Historic Site, Pinnacles 
National Park, Point Reyes National Seashore 

Position #: 145 

Position Title: Science Communication Assistant 

Position Type:  Mosaics PLC 

Primary natural resource discipline:   Communication and Education 

Position Keywords:   Science communication, multimedia, social media, web content, monitoring 

Location:  Sausalito or Point Reyes Station, California  

COVID-19 NOTICE 

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues to change and evolve, project timelines and structure remain flexible and it may be 
necessary to postpone start dates, begin work remotely, or reformulate the project’s description. Should any development in 
the COVID-19 outbreak impair a project’s timeline or results, the SIP Team will work with the park and project mentors to 
assess the situation and determine the best course of action at that time. 

POSITION DESCRIPTION AND WORK PRODUCTS 

Project Description:  The San Francisco Bay Area Inventory and Monitoring Network (SFAN) manages 13 long-term monitoring 
programs across five national parks, including Point Reyes National Seashore, Golden Gate National Recreation Area, Muir 
Woods National Monument, Pinnacles National Park, and John Muir National Historic Site. These ‘vital signs’ monitoring 
programs, including spotted owls, western snowy plovers, rocky intertidal communities, plant communities, coho salmon, and 
water quality, to name a few, give us valuable information about the health of park ecosystems and how that health is 
changing over time. The intern will be an integral part of the network’s Science Communication Team, which helps to spread 
the word about the network’s monitoring work, and what scientists are learning from it, to parks and the public. Besides 
participating in regular network and team meetings, the intern’s primary duties will involve producing sets of web and social 
media-based communication materials about their experiences with 3-4 of the network monitoring programs. They will join 
monitoring program leads/teams in the field for several days apiece. They’ll spend some of their field time as a member of the 
monitoring team, learning about and participating in program specific monitoring activities and assisting with data collection 
where possible. For the remainder of their field days, the intern will be responsible for recording and documenting their 
experiences and the work of the monitoring teams via their preferred medium (photography, videography, audio, 
drawing/painting/illustration). Network and/or partner-owned photo, video, and audio equipment will be available for intern 
use as needed. Back in the office, the intern will consider what resonated with them about the monitoring programs, work 
with the Science Communication Team to set goals and plan out their projects, and assemble their finished communication 
products. They will also use Adobe products and NPGallery, the National Park Service’s digital asset management system, to 
edit and catalog the source materials they collected in the field for future use.         

 

Work Products:  For each of 3-4 San Francisco Bay Area Network monitoring programs, the intern will produce a set web-
based communication products to share their experiences observing and participating in Network science with the public. For 
example, specific deliverables for each program might consist of a social media post plus a related, more complex piece of 
web content like an article, photo essay, blog post, short video or podcast, infographic, or ArcGIS StoryMap. 

NATURAL & PHYSICAL WORK ENVIRONMENT 

Physical/Natural Environment: The intern will either be based at the Marin Headlands of Golden Gate National Recreation 
Area or at Point Reyes National Seashore. The Marin Headlands is located just north of the Golden Gate Bridge outside of San 
Francisco. The office is a 5-minute walk to Rodeo Beach, with weather ranging from cool and foggy to mild and sunny. The 
office at Point Reyes National Seashore is located at the entrance of the park in Point Reyes Station, approximately an hour 
north of San Francisco. Summers are a bit warmer than immediately along the coast, but still relatively mild and sunny. Work 
Environment: Work will be mostly be performed with a government laptop in a shared office space or with an option for 
remote work. In addition, the position will have a significant field component. When in the field, the intern may be subject to 
uneven terrain, ticks, poison oak, strong winds, and other inclement weather. Field sites are generally less than 1 mile from a 
main trail or road, but some field days could involve hiking for up to 8 miles or carrying up to 20 lb of gear. Some field days 
may be in more rugged, off-trail locations, while others may occur along busy roads, trails, or beaches. This position requires 

 



 

 

   
  

POSITION DESCRIPTION 
Summer 2022 

 

 

    

     

       

 

Position Description 
 

 

Page 2/3 
 

 

11/23/2021 3:20:39 PM 
 

 

periodic vehicle commuting to field sites and may include a camping trip to Pinnacles National Park. Not sure about 8-mile 
days, or carrying 20 lbs? Not to worry! The field days can be tailored to the intern's interests and abilities.  

QUALIFICATIONS 

A bachelor’s degree is recommended but not required, as is some experience working outdoors. Some combination of natural 
sciences and communication/science communication, journalism, graphic design, and/or fine art coursework or experience is 
preferred. A science communication portfolio/work samples may be requested. The intern should also have strong writing and 
communication skills, a positive attitude, a willingness to learn, and the ability to work both independently and as part of a 
team. 

 

The applicant must be a U.S. citizen or U.S. permanent legal resident (“green-card-holder”) between the ages of 18 and 30 
years old, inclusive, or veterans up to age 35. Prior to starting this position, a government security background clearance will 
be required. 

VEHICLE AND DRIVER LICENSE REQUIREMENTS 

Applicant must have a valid driver's license to drive a government vehicle.  

 

A personal vehicle is recommended for this position.  

 

HOUSING 

Park housing is available and will be provided at no cost to the participant.   Furnished park housing may be available. The 
type of housing will depend on required Covid mitigation measures and type of housing available at the time of this 
internship. If Covid mitigation measures are no longer needed, the housing will likely be a shared co-ed bunkhouse style unit 
(bedrooms are not co-ed). If Covid mitigation measures are still in place, and depending on availability, the intern could have a 
private room in a shared co-ed house or may have their own private apartment. Housing units are not necessarily located 
within walking distance of the reporting offices. Transportation to and from the housing unit to the duty station may need to 
be provided by the Intern. Kitchens are supplied with dishes/pans. Bed and bathroom linens, personal care items, and food 
are not provided. Housing typically has wifi, but it may be limited depending on unit. There is also limited or no cell service at 
Golden Gate housing units. The scenic beauty of both Point Reyes and Golden Gate housing locations is typically a memorable 
experience. 

INTERNSHIP DATES 

Start Date:  05/23/2022    

End Date:  08/15/2022 
Number of Weeks: 12 
Flexible Start Date: Yes 

Eleven weeks of the internship will be in the park. A mandatory Professional Development Workshop will be held in 
Washington, D.C. from August 1 - 4, 2022. 

LIVING ALLOWANCE 

12 weeks ($600/week=$7,200) 

Partners 

This position is offered through the National Park Service's Scientists in Parks (SIP) Program in partnership with various 
organizations. 
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PLEASE DIRECT ANY QUESTIONS TO ENVIRONMENT FOR THE AMERICAS 

Email: mosaics@environmentamericas.org 
 

   

 


